MPOA

Metropolitan Plan zation of Johnson County

The Metropolitan Planning Organization

Federal legislation requires any urbanized area with a population over 50,000 to have a
metropolitan planning organization (MPO) to ensure that existing and future expenditures
of federal funding for transportation projects and programs are based on the continuing,
cooperative, and comprehensive (“3-C") planning process. With the assistance of MPOs,
metropolitan-wide plans are developed through intergovernmental collaboration, rational
analysis, and consensus-based decision making. Transparency through public access and
participation in the planning process is required by federal law and is a cornerstone for
MPOs.

The Metropolitan Planning Organization of Johnson County (MPOJC) provides
transportation planning services for the lowa City urbanized area, including lowa City,
Coralville, North Liberty, University Heights, Tiffin, Johnson County, and the University of
lowa. MPOJC facilitates collaboration among local governments, interested parties, and
residents of the metro area in the transportation planning process.

MPOJC (formerly organized as the Johnson County Council of Governments) has been
providing sound leadership since it was formed in the early 1980s and it continues to
focus on smart transportation investments that allow for a safe, efficient, and equitable
transportation network.

Meetmgs of the Urbamzed Area Policy Board allow representatwes of the MPQ entities to discuss shared goals and chal-
lenges and to plan for investments that benefit the metro transportation system. Photo courtesy of the City of Coralville.
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The Urbanized Area Policy Board is com-
posed of 15 voting members made up of
elected officials from each of the member
entities plus one representative appointed
by the president of the University of lowa.
Representation is proportional to the pop-
ulation of the entity, however lowa City is
limited to 6 members to avoid having a
majority of seats on the Board. The lowa
City Community School District also has
one non-voting school board member.

Meetings of the Urbanized Area Policy
Board allow representatives of the MPO
entities to discuss shared goals and
challenges and to plan for investments
that benefit the metro transportation
system.



BACKGROUND

The Metropolitan Area

The Metropolitan Area Planning Boundary is the area in which
the metropolitan transportation planning process is focused.
F/’ The boundary includes the five municipal entities—Coralville,
lowa City, North Liberty, Tiffin, and University Heights—and a
portion of unincorporated Johnson County directly adjacent
to the metro area. Only projects located within this planning
boundary are eligible for federal funding through the MPO.
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What is the Long Range Transportation Plan?

The development and adoption of a Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) is
required by the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) for all urbanized areas
in order to receive federal transportation funding.

The Plan must represent all municipalities within the MPO metropolitan area
planning boundary and be comprehensive—considering all modes of surface
transportation. The Plan must coordinate transportation issues among
and between adjacent municipalities and attempt to address conflicting
perspectives. Finally, the Plan should be continuing in its evolution and be
updated as community priorities change, but at least every five years according
to Federal requirements.

MPO entities and the public should have adequate opportunity to comment on
the provisions of the proposed plan. The Plan should reflect priorities for the
community that can be translated into politically viable and financially feasible
transportation projects for the life of the Plan.

The LRTP is the transportation vision for the metro area in the same way that
a comprehensive plan is the land use vision for a municipality. To maximize its
effectiveness, a long range transportation plan should be consistent with the
land use plans of individual communities.

This plan shall also carry out a transportation planning process that provides
for consideration and implementation of projects, strategies, and services that
support the Federal Highway Administration Planning Factors:

Economic Vitality, Safety; Security; Accessibility and Mobility; Environment,
Energy and Conservation; Quality of Life; Integration/Connectivity; System
Management/Operation; Preservation; Resiliency and Reliability; and Travel
and Tourism.
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Long Range Plan Vision:

To ensure the strategic use of public investments and policies
for the creation of a safe, efficient, and equitable transportation
network that enhances economic opportunity and growth while
preserving our environment and quality of life.
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The FHWA's planning factors align with the adopted Guiding Principles
of this plan (see pages 30-53).
To learn more about the FHWA planning factors see https://www.fhwa.
dot.gov/fastact/legislation.cfm
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Making the Connection

The Connect 2055: Long Range Transportation Plan provides an update to the previous
Connecting Communities 2050: Long Range Transportation Plan. The emphasis remains
on nine ‘guiding principles’ with an updated set of performance measures to assess how
the transportation network is performing.

As with the previous Plan, this update emphasizes multi-modal transportation, coordination
of land use patterns and transportation planning, and system preservation. These priorities
are bolstered as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act brings much-needed attention
and funding to restore our aging transportation network. The Plan also acknowledges that
we are entering a time of rapid technological, economic, and demographic change.

Johnson County is one of the fastest growing counties in the state, and Tiffin and North
Liberty are two of the fastest growing communities in lowa. This rapid growth brings
many opportunities and challenges. Even with the many projects included in this plan, the
costs of maintaining and upgrading the transportation system to keep pace with rapid
growth will remain a significant challenge. In addition, global climate change, uncertainty
in fuel markets, and changes in the transportation and employment sectors accelerated
by the COVID-19 pandemic amplify the need for solid regional planning and expansion of
multi-modal transportation options.

Emerging technologies, such as automated and connected vehicles, have the potential to
increase mobility options while also increasing safety and efficiency. Electric vehicles will
help reduce CO2 and greenhouse gas emissions and dependence on fossil fuels. These
rapidly advancing technologies will require changes and investments in infrastructure in
order to achieve their full potential.

Amid all this rapid technological change and growth, this Plan retains its emphasis sup-
porting equity and enhancing quality of life. By coordinating land use patterns and trans-
portation planning, we ensure that everyone has access to the resources and opportu-
nities that make the lowa City Metro Area such an attractive place to live, work, and do
business.
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