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Background

The Old Post Office Gallery at the Senior Center is a collaborative initiative of the Senior Center and the
lowa City Public Art Program. The program provides an accessible, welcoming space for lowa artists to
exhibit their work while enriching the cultural life of the Senior Center and the wider community.

Rotating exhibitions celebrate creativity across generations, showcase the diversity of artistic expression in
lowa, and foster meaningful connections among artists, Senior Center participants, and the public. The
program aligns with the City’s commitment to inclusion, accessibility, and civic engagement through the arts

Policy

The Senior Center offers rotating art exhibits under the administration of the Public Art Program and
Senior Center staff. Exhibits enhance the Senior Center’s environment, encourage community
participation, and promote cultural dialogue.

1. Artist Eligibility: Participation is open to established and emerging artists residing in lowa.
Works previously exhibited at the lowa City Senior Center or in other City of lowa City art
programs are not eligible.

2. Mediums: The galleries can accommodate primarily two-dimensional artwork and a limited
number of small three-dimensional works suitable for safe public display.

3. Duration: Exhibitions typically remain on display for approximately two months and are
scheduled through an annual call for artists coordinated by the Public Art Program.

4. Content: All artwork must be suitable for display in a public building frequented by persons of
all ages and must comply with City policies. Works depicting sexual acts, profanity, drug
images, or obscenity are not permitted. The style and subject of art exhibits vary greatly and
may on occasion be offensive to some participants and visitors. The City neither approves nor
disapproves the content, ideas, or subject matter presented in art exhibits and does not accept
responsibility for ensuring accuracy or that all points of view are represented by an exhibiting
artist.

5. Artist Agreement & Insurance: A signed agreement and liability waiver is required prior to
installation. As an addendum to this agreement, the artist shall provide the program specialist
with a list of the names and value of all items on display. The list is forwarded to the City of lowa
City’s revenue and risk manager in order to provide insurance coverage for the items on display.
Art work is not insured by the City without documentation of the names of pieces displayed and
theirvalue and artists are encouraged to maintain their own insurance if additional protection is
desired.

6. Sales: The sale of exhibited artwork is permitted. Sales transactions are handled privately

between the artist and buyer. The artist shall pay the Senior Center a 25% commission of the
sale proceeds resulting from the sale of any item sold while on display. All artwork, including
works sold during an exhibition, must remain on display until the show concludes unless
otherwise approved by the Program Specialist or designee.

7. Accessibility: Reasonable accommodations for installation and participation will be made upon
request in coordination with the Program Specialist or designee.

Administration



The Public Art Coordinator and the Senior Center Program Specialist or designee jointly administer the
Old Post Office Gallery Program.

Public Art Program / Public Art Coordinator
e Coordinates annual call for artists, application management, and selection process.
e Oversees communication, marketing, and documentation prior to artist selection.
e Facilitates review and approval by the Public Art Advisory Committee.

e Provides guidance on exhibition standards, contracts, and liability requirements.

Senior Center / Program Specialist or designee
e Manages artist agreements, delivery, installation, and deinstallation.
e Oversees daily gallery operations, signage, visitor access, and receptions.
e Ensures promotion through Senior Center communication channels.

e Maintains exhibition records and coordinates with the Senior Center Commission for policy
review and approval.

Both departments collaborate to create the annual exhibition calendar, ensuring a balanced schedule
of general and special exhibitions.
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