
 

 

   

Neighborhood News is a quarterly newsletter from the City of Iowa City's Neighborhood 
Outreach Program, highlighting the great work of neighborhood associations. Each issue 
shares stories, projects, and initiatives that encourage community engagement and bring 
people together through collaboration. 
 
Please share this information with your neighbors, family, and friends. If you are reading as 
a non-subscriber, visit our subscription page to sign up for future editions. 

 

What's In This Quarter's Issue: 

• Neighborhood Stories: Highlights of inspiring initiatives and projects from 
neighborhoods. 

• Neighborhood Events: Save the date for opportunities to connect with the 
community. 

• Grant Opportunities: Discover funding options and available grants. 

• Community Programs: Find out about local efforts, initiatives, and programs 
supporting the community. 

• City Resources: Important updates on services and resources for residents. 
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Lights of Lucas Farms 

On December 13, the Lucas Farms Neighborhood lit up with 
dazzling displays as 20 homes competed for the title of best 
holiday lights. 
 
The evening began at Resurrection Church, where attendees 
picked up guide maps and ballots before setting out on a 
self-guided driving tour to take in the neighborhood’s 
sparkling displays. For those seeking a more adventurous 
option, the Iowa City Bike Library led a rolling ride through 
the illuminated streets. 
 
After admiring the lights, everyone returned to the church to 
warm up with hot cocoa, enjoy games, and snap photos with 
Santa. 

This annual event showcases the creativity and holiday spirit 
that makes Lucas Farms so vibrant. 

 



Eastside Neighborhood brings holiday cheer 
 
Residents of the Eastside Neighborhood came together on 
December 15 for a Cookie Swap that brought holiday cheer 
a day after a massive ice storm swept through the area. 
 
Neighbors arrived with batches of homemade holiday 
cookies to share, creating an impressive assortment of 
sweet treats. Cookies were spread out on tables for 
everyone to enjoy, with participants repacking their 
containers to take home a variety of goodies. 
 
While the cookies were certainly a highlight, the best part of 
the evening was the sense of connection. Neighbors shared 
laughter, created new memories, and celebrated the holiday 
season together, making it an evening to remember. 

 

 

 

Festive fun in the South District 
 
The South District Neighborhood Association (SDNA) 
hosted a Holiday Social at the South District Market, 
bringing neighbors together to celebrate the season. 
Held on December 17, the event featured delicious 
food, lively conversations, and a visit from Santa. 
Guests could snap "Selfies with Santa," and the first 100 
attendees received small gift bags filled with treats and 
swag from a local business. 

This celebration was made possible through a 
partnership with several organizations and businesses, 
including MidwestOne Bank, Royceanne's Soul Food, 
Dodge Street Coffee, and the South of 6 Business 
District. 
 

Invitations for the event were mailed to every home in the neighborhood and included a QR 
code linking to a resident survey. The survey asked for input on the Association's role, ideas 



for future events, and suggestions for monthly meeting topics. The SDNA Leadership Team 
will use the survey results to guide their planning for the year ahead. 

 

Caroling brings neighbors together in Tyn Cae 
 
On December 23, neighbors gathered for Tyn Cae’s 
annual holiday caroling event, filling the neighborhood 
with joyful sounds of the season. 

The group sang outside homes, spreading holiday 
cheer throughout the neighborhood. Afterward, they 
returned indoors to enjoy cookies, cake, and hot 

chocolate, taking time to relax and connect with one another. 
 
This long-standing tradition continues to bring neighbors together to celebrate the 
holidays, with each year offering its own unique experiences. Whether it’s the size of the 
group, the number of homes visited, or the unpredictable Iowa weather, one thing remains 
constant: the joy of coming together as a community. 

 

 

 
Longfellow lights up New Year's Eve 
 
On New Year’s Eve, the Longfellow Neighborhood hosted 
its annual light display, filling the streets with the soft 
glow of over 600 luminarias. 

Some neighbors strolled through the neighborhood, 
taking in the lights up close, while others admired the 
scene from their cars. The luminaria display was a 
simple and thoughtful way for the neighborhood to mark 
the start of a new year together. 

 



 

 
A new neighborhood joins the scene 

Just east of Willow Creek Park, the Wylde-Weeber 
Neighborhood Association is sparking excitement and 
community engagement! 
 
Recently, members took to the streets, going door-to-
door to introduce themselves and share information 
about their new association. This grassroots effort is 
already creating connections and fostering a sense of 
togetherness among neighbors. 

  

  

  

 

Eco-Yard Workshop 
Join the Morningside-Glendale Neighborhood Association and Backyard Abundance for a 
free workshop on creating a thriving, low-maintenance yard. Learn to incorporate native 
plants, support pollinators, and mix edible plantings into your landscape. The event 
includes a tour of Glendale Park and a naturalized yard, plus free seeds and plants.  
 
Date: Sunday, April 6 
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 
Location: Glendale Park 
Admission is free — register by April 2 to secure your spot! 

   

 

   

PIN Grant 
The City of Iowa City’s Neighborhood Outreach Program offers the Program for Improving 
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Neighborhoods (PIN) Grant to neighborhood associations to support beautification, 
identity, and community-based projects. This grant provides up to $3,000 for public 
projects, such as neighborhood events, service-oriented activities, environmental 
initiatives, and much more! The FY26 PIN Grant application opens March 3, 2025.  For 
more details and to apply, visit www.icgov.org/neighborhoods. 

 

Public Art Matching Grant 
The City’s Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC) is offering a 50/50 matching grant up to 
$4,000 for visual, audio, or performance-based art projects that are publicly accessible in 
Iowa City. Applications are open through March 14, 2025, with awards announced in April. 
Projects must be completed by December 31, 2025. For more details and to apply, visit 
www.icgov.org/PublicArt. 

 

Insulation Grant 
Income-qualified homeowners can cover the cost of increasing insulation and air-sealing 
in their homes through this grant. The City directly pays contractors, eliminating the need 
for reimbursement. Grants cover up to $5,000 per project, with homeowners responsible 
for any costs beyond that. Grants are available until funds are exhausted. For more details 
and to apply, visit www.icgov.org/climateaction. 
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Free Trees for Iowa City Families 
 
Green Iowa AmeriCorps has partnered 
with Neighborhood Forest to offer free 
trees to Iowa City families with children. 

Families can register to receive a white 
pine tree to plant together, celebrating 
Earth Day and helping the environment. To 
participate, visit this page here to register 
by March 15, 2025. 

In addition, families can pick up their tree 
seedlings and enjoy story time and fun 
environmental activities during an event on 
Friday, April 25, from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM at 
the Iowa City Public Library in the 
Storytime Room. 

Contact Green Iowa AmeriCorps at 
greeniowaic@gmail.com with questions. 

 

Bring Biodiversity Home 
 
Bur Oak Land Trust is giving away free 
native plants to help Iowa City residents 
create habitats for bees, birds, and 
butterflies while fostering biodiversity. 

Choose resilient shrubs like serviceberry, 
wild plum, or arrowwood viburnum to 
beautify your yard and provide food and 
shelter for pollinators. No yard? No 
problem! Receive a container of prairie 
plants to grow on your balcony or 
doorstep, bringing nature closer to home. 
Sign up today at www.buroaklandtrust.org. 
 
This program is supported by the 
Community Climate Action Grant Program 
through the City of Iowa City. 
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Bring Sustainability to Your 
Neighborhood! 

Ready to make your neighborhood greener, 
cleaner, and more connected? Green Iowa 
AmeriCorps is eager to collaborate with 
Neighborhood Associations throughout 
Iowa City on sustainable initiatives.  
 
While funding isn’t available, Green Iowa 
can assist with implementing meaningful 
projects such as tree plantings, 
community gardens, energy audits, and 
waste reduction efforts. 
 
To get started, visit 
www.greeniowaamericorps.org or email 
greeniowaic@gmail.com. 

 

 

Lower Home Energy Costs 

Feeling the chill this winter? If your house 
is drafty or your utility bills are sky-high, 
the Johnson Clean Energy District (JCED) is 
here to help! JCED is a nonprofit focused 
on reducing energy loss through home 
improvements, and there are government 
assistance programs available to help 
offset the costs. 

JCED partners with community groups to 
offer workshops and resources that help 
homeowners improve energy use and 
lower their utility costs. Last year, JCED 
partnered with the Northside 
Neighborhood Association to host 
workshops on making homes more energy-
efficient. 

For more information, contact Cheryl 
Miller at 651-653-8133 or visit 
www.johnsoncleanenergydistrict.org. 
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Special Council Election 
Council Member Andrew Dunn has resigned from his District C seat. A primary will be held 
February 4, followed by a special election on March 4, 2025, to fill the vacancy. Visit this 
page here for more information. 

 

New Saturday hours for the Landfill 
The Iowa City Landfill now closes at noon on Saturdays. This affects all services, including 
trash disposal, recycling, yard and food waste drop-off, household hazardous materials, 
and wood chip and compost sales. Monday through Friday hours remain 7:00 AM to 4:30 
PM. Visit our news article for more information. 

 

Court Street Reconstruction Project 
Construction is set to begin this spring on Court Street, from Muscatine Avenue to First 
Avenue. The project will replace aging street and sidewalk pavement and upgrade sanitary 
sewer, storm sewer, and water main utilities. For more information and updates, visit 
www.icgov.org/construction-projects. 

   

 

   

Help Firefighters help you 
The Iowa City Fire Department has partnered with Community Connect, a free platform 
that lets residents and business owners share key information to help firefighters better 
protect people and property. By creating a profile, you can include details like emergency 
contacts, garage codes, pets in the home, and any special needs. This info helps 
firefighters respond more efficiently in emergencies. Sign up for free at 
www.communityconnect.io/info/ia-iowacity. 

 

Report issues easily with ICGovXpress 
Got a question, suggestion, or complaint for the City? ICGovXpress makes it easy! Whether 
it’s potholes, tree limbs blocking the road, a complaint about a neighbor’s tall grass, or 
even seeking clarity on a City policy, just visit www.icgov.org/report to let City staff know. 
The app is also available for your iPhone or Android device and can be found in the app 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.icgov.org%2FHome%2FComponents%2FNews%2FNews%2F1785%2F390/1/01010195003547cb-54da2ff3-9d08-4bea-ab5b-92f22bd3e1ce-000000/Yt0y0C3IdeJI19TyZOE681IEvJ8BQCbYrg7zpVgMesU=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.icgov.org%2FHome%2FComponents%2FNews%2FNews%2F1707%2F390/1/01010195003547cb-54da2ff3-9d08-4bea-ab5b-92f22bd3e1ce-000000/tJfpvwlVd7afoVN-tqLe3CmuG9l0vTNmjK1-of1tlsY=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.icgov.org%2Fgovernment%2Fdepartments-and-divisions%2Fpublic-works%2Fengineering%2Fconstruction-projects/1/01010195003547cb-54da2ff3-9d08-4bea-ab5b-92f22bd3e1ce-000000/V5NTtsFh9xpfmz6pI07ei3VJqpHxHFUciCq-PGRHmaw=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.communityconnect.io%2Finfo%2Fia-iowacity/1/01010195003547cb-54da2ff3-9d08-4bea-ab5b-92f22bd3e1ce-000000/R2uboB-jz5XKYo_BF1pDOG9q0wOTMs664uAocCL-zsg=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.icgov.org%2Fresidents%2Freport-a-concern/1/01010195003547cb-54da2ff3-9d08-4bea-ab5b-92f22bd3e1ce-000000/oe-Gcw-pNDCz4aQcENEMFmU6pMd3t5NVqlBKodOtfAI=392


store by searching “ICgovXpress.” You can even make reports anonymously! It’s a quick 
and efficient way to get things resolved, and many issues are addressed within just a few 
days. 

 

Get the latest news 
Stay in the loop by signing up for E-subscriptions at icgov.org/subscribe. Receive the latest 
updates on everything from road closures and construction to news from various boards, 
commissions, and committees. There’s always something happening in Iowa City, so 
subscribing keeps you informed on important news and events! 

   

 

   

This is a fantastic opportunity to showcase recent projects, celebrate community efforts, 
and share inspiring stories happening across Iowa City's neighborhoods. Selected 
submissions will be featured in our next quarter's publication! 

 

Submit stories about: 

• PIN Grant Projects: Updates on funded projects and their impact. 

• Community Collaborations: Stories of partnerships that have benefited specific 
neighborhoods. 

• Neighbor-Led Initiatives: Creative efforts like neighborhood art or community 
gardens. 

• Upcoming Events: Announcements of events, activities, or meetings to share. 

 

How to submit: 

• Write-Up: A short description (100-200 words) including the who, what, when, 
where, and why.  

• Photos: Include photos that capture the essence of the story. 
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• Submit: Send stories and photos to EngageIC@iowa-city.org. 
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