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Resolution No. 24-298

Resolution establishing the City of lowa City's 2025 state
legislative priorities

Whereas, the lowa City City Council seeks to encourage legislation that enhances the quality of life
for residents in lowa City as well as the State of lowa; and

Whereas, the City of lowa City and other cities play a critical role in the future of the State of lowa;
and

Whereas, it is in the interest of the residents of lowa City that the City Council establish legislative
priorities and convey said priorities to our State delegation and other relevant stakeholders.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the City Council of the City of lowa City, lowa hereby outlines its
legislative proposals to the lowa City area legislative delegation for the 2025 lowa State legislative
session as follows:

Strategic Plan Value: Climate Action

Support climate action initiatives.

Support initiatives and legislation that further the goals contained in lowa City’s Climate Action
and Adaptation Plan and Accelerating lowa City Climate Actions report. lowa City encourages
the State to adopt the 2021 International Energy Conservation Code and provide cities the ability
to make local amendments. The City also encourages the State to initiate a statewide climate
action plan and invest directly in environmental and ecological efforts that will support all lowans.

Support legislative changes to allow investor-owned utilities (such as MidAmerican
Energy) to implement community solar projects.

Also known as "Virtual Net Metering", this allows residents to buy into community solar projects
for utility bill credits. This could be an excellent solution for interested rate users who don't have
space, ownership, or sunshine for their own solar installation.

Continue funding the Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) program.

The REAP grant program has been critical for the ecological restoration and protection of lowa
City’s natural resources, park areas, and open spaces. In the 2021 Session, REAP was re-
authorized to receive $20 million in funding until Fiscal Year 2026. However, the state legislature
has appropriated only $12 million the past several years. The City encourages the State to
continue supporting REAP annually and to increase the annual appropriation to ensure
continued conservation of lowa’s natural resources.

Strategic Plan Value: Racial Equity, Social Justice, and Human Rights

Expand State support for efforts to address the housing affordability crisis.

There is a housing affordability crisis across lowa because the supply of housing of all types
and price-points is not adequate to satisfy the growing demand. This crisis is especially acute
for low- and moderate-income residents. Specifically, the City requests that the State expand
programs that can help defray the cost of increasing the supply of housing, such as the
Workforce Housing Tax Credit and Historic Tax Credit programs. In addition, the State should
bolster funding for local Housing Trust Funds and develop new affordable housing programs
that assist with construction, rehabilitation, and rental assistance to ensure access to safe and
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affordable housing for all. At the same time, lowa City encourages the State to maintain support
for federally funded housing and shelter programs, and to continue empowering and providing
resources to local governments to directly address the housing crisis.

Support legislation protecting the rights of manufactured housing residents.

Sales of manufactured housing communities across the state and the resulting impact on those
communities has led to discussions at both the state and local levels regarding how best to
protect the rights of families living in these communities. The City of lowa City supports rights
for the residents of manufactured housing such as rent protections including a statewide cap on
frequency and percentage of increases and lengthened notice periods for proposed increases;
uniform good cause eviction statewide standards; fair fee regulations including standardized
time frames for assessing late fees; and fair lease provisions and effective enforcement
mechanisms to combat illegal provisions.

Additionally, when manufactured housing communities are up for sale, residents should be
offered the first right of purchase and be protected from premature eviction during the pursuit of
local ownership. If displacement is forced as a last resort, the owners profiting from the sale of
the park must be required to provide fair relocation assistance. The City also encourages the
State to consider a tax credit program that incentivizes the transfer/ sale of land to residents of
the community, allowing them to build equity, and protects against “bad-actor’ ownership.

Strongly encourage State regulation of Kratom.

Kratom is listed as a "drug of concern" by the federal Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA),
and the federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has concluded from available information
that kratom is a new dietary ingredient for which there is inadequate information to provide
reasonable assurance that it does not present a significant or unreasonable risk of illness or
injury. Based on determinations by the FDA, kratom is not lawfully marketed as a dietary
supplement and cannot be lawfully added to conventional foods. There are no drug products
containing kratom or its two main chemical components that are legally on the market in the
U.S. The FDA has not approved any prescription or over-the-counter drug products containing
kratom or its two main chemical components.

Because of concerns relating to kratom, lowa City recently considered banning the sale and
distribution of kratom products in City limits to protect the health, safety, and welfare of area
residents. Ultimately City Council deferred the ban because state regulation of kratom products
is a more appropriate approach that can effectively regulate all aspects of concern, including
the manufacture, sale, and distribution of kratom products. City Council strongly urges the state
to consider regulating kratom, including the establishment of requirements for permitting, age
restrictions, adulteration and contamination, testing and sampling, strength, and labeling.

Support reform measures to reduce racial disparity in the criminal justice system and
address systemic racism.

In the State of lowa, Black people and persons of color are a small percentage of the population
but are significantly overrepresented in the criminal justice system. Discriminatory criminal
justice policies and disparate enforcement outcomes should be addressed through statewide
standardized and streamlined data collection for traffic stops, uniform minimum implicit bias and
cultural competency training requirements for law enforcement, and decriminalization of small
amounts of marijuana. Additionally, the City requests the State continue to support local
community police review boards and their ability to provide reasonable oversight.
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Law enforcement agencies also need expanded legal avenues for addressing hate related acts.
Currently, the State Hate Crimes provision, lowa Code Chapter 729A, enhances the penalty for
certain crimes when they are committed because of a person’s race, color, religion, ancestry,
national origin, political affiliation, sex, sexual orientation, age or disability, but harassment and
trespass with the intent to harass are not included as enhanceable offenses. lowa City
encourages the State to amend the existing lowa Hate Crimes law to include harassment as an
enhanceable offense.

Provide adequate funding for localities to implement a mental health care continuum of
services responsive to local need.

lowa City encourages the State to enhance and expand support for mental health care.
Specifically, the State is encouraged to provide additional funding to local governments and
nonprofits to ensure access to affordable mental health services for all residents and to enhance
the capacity for mental health care in lowa. This includes but is not limited to investing in
Assistive Outpatient Treatment (AOT) and increasing the reimbursement rates for mental health
providers.

Protect the freedom of movement for people using local public transit.

Thousands of lowans depend on public transportation for work, education, healthcare, and
many more daily needs. Currently, state law prohibits cities from enacting common sense safety
protections for riders and drivers, such as weapon prohibitions. The City requests that the State
allow public transportation providers the ability to restrict the open carrying of weapons while
utilizing services. Current law would require scanning people and providing an armed guard on
a bus to allow a weapon ban on public property. The high cost of such provisions makes it
impractical to provide common sense safety protections for users of public transportation.

Expand access, affordability, and quality of early childhood education and care.
Ensuring there are adequate, affordable, and quality childcare and early childhood education
options is an essential component to growing lowa’s economy and supporting lowa’s workforce.
As such, the City encourages the State to expand access, affordability, and quality of early
childhood education and care. Specifically, the City supports increased funding for the Child
Care Assistance (CCA) program and reimbursement rates for CCA providers to ensure parents
who wish to enter the workforce can find and afford quality childcare. In addition, the State
should provide additional financial support to childcare providers to expand the number of
available childcare slots and enhance wages to improve the attraction and retention of these
vital workers.

Strategic Plan Value: Partnerships and Engagement

Support the University of lowa Student Government (USG) legislative agenda.

lowa City stands with USG in encouraging the State to pursue its legislative agenda as
University of lowa students represent a significant portion of our community. USG priorities
include increased funding for mental health resources at the University of lowa in response to
heightened demand for mental health services; prioritizing the clean-up and conservation of the
lowa River due to its significance to the communities it serves; and legalizing fentanyl test strips
to ensure students on campus and residents of lowa are safe from this dangerous substance.
lowa City lends its support to these priorities and encourages state action.
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Support the continued excellence of the State’s primary, secondary, and higher
education institutions and advocate for additional education funding.

lowa’s primary and secondary schools are fundamental drivers of the State’s economic growth,
standard of living, and future prosperity. It is essential for the success of the State and our local
communities that support for our public schools is a top priority in the State’s budget.

The University of lowa plays a critical role in the supporting statewide economic, social, and
cultural growth. It is important the State of lowa provides the university the needed resources to
ensure the university’s continued ability to facilitate growth opportunities in varied sectors of the
business community. The City encourages the State to carefully consider and support the
legislative and financial priorities of the University of lowa.

Allow smaller metropolitan areas to coordinate transit at a regional level.

lowa currently allows counties with a population of at least 175,000 to form a regional transit
district to coordinate public transportation and facilitate travel throughout the region. However,
this population threshold is arbitrary, and only two counties in lowa can utilize this provision as
of 2024. lowa City encourages the State to reduce the population threshold to allow any
metropolitan city to pursue a regional transit district where agreed upon by local governments
within the region. This will only serve to enhance local transportation options.

Protect Home Rule authority for local governments.

Local governments are uniquely positioned to respond to the needs and priorities of residents
and taxpayers. Cities innovate in response to local conditions and implement new ideas that
can benefit the State as a whole, and more closely reflect the priorities of the public we serve.
This includes local flexibility in local building codes, revenue options, and land use decisions.

Reinstate voter-approved public library levies and evaluate the effects of recent property
tax legislation prior to additional changes.

97 communities in lowa, including lowa City, approved a special library levy as part of their
public library funding structure, which provided direct allocation of tax revenues to library
budgets. These levies were supported by public votes. The loss of the library levies resulting
from recent legislation (HF718) means that resources formerly allocated directly to libraries are
no longer available to support voter-backed services. lowa City advocates for reinstating voter-
backed levies that were eliminated with the 2023 property tax reform legislation.

In addition, HF718 phases out several other levies through FY2029, at which point the Adjusted
City General Fund Levy will be capped at $8.10. However, it appears additional property tax
reforms are being discussed for the upcoming legislative session. It is premature to consider
further changes to the property tax structure of cities until the impacts of HF718 on core public
services such as police and fire protection can be meaningfully evaluated. If further property tax
reform is considered, then the provision of core public services must be supported by new
supplemental revenue streams to ensure lowans can continue to receive the same high quality
of service they have asked of their local governments.

Support legislative efforts of the lowa League of Cities and the Metro Coalition.

In previous years, Council's adopted priorities included support for the legislative efforts of the
lowa League of Cities and Metropolitan Coalition, an organization comprised of the State's
largest cities. Council’'s 2025 legislative priorities reaffirm support for these efforts.
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Passed and approved this 10th day of December ,20 24
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Approved by
Attest: J/\,U;L;e w\_uw //é.\,
City Clerk City Attorney's’Office — 12/04/2024
It was moved by _Salih and seconded by _ Moe the Resolution be adopted,
and upon roll call there were:
Ayes: Nays: Absent:
- _ X Alter
X Bergus
X — Dunn
X Harmsen
X Moe
X Salih
——

Teague




