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Welcome to
Neighborhood News!

The City of Iowa City's Neighborhood Outreach
Program is excited to kick off this quarterly
newsletter, highlighting the incredible community
engagement happening all over town! From
inspiring stories to exciting projects, this
newsletter is all about celebrating collaboration
and connection. It’s a chance to capture the
vibrant energy of our neighborhoods while shining
a light on the hard work of neighborhood
associations. Each issue will share the ongoing
efforts that make our community stronger and
bring people together.

Since this is the first edition, we’d love to hear
your feedback to help shape future issues. This is
a great way to showcase the amazing work
happening in the city, so let us know what topics
and stories would resonate most with you!

Information on how to submit a story for future
publications can be found on the final page of the
newsletter.

Neighborhood

Outreach Program

WHAT'S IN THIS
QUARTER'S
ISSUE:.:

« Neighborhood Stories:
Highlights of inspiring
neighborhood initiatives
and projects.

« City Resources:
Important updates and
services available to

residents.




Neighborhood Stories

Replanting Roots: College Hill’'s Two-Decade Tree Project

For more than 20 years, the residents of College Hill have been
dedicated to growing and planting trees, helping restore the green
spaces lost during the 2006 tornado and the 2020 derecho, while
also filling areas where trees were needed. They’ve nurtured native
oaks, hickories, coffee trees, and hazelnuts from seed, giving them
away and planting them throughout the neighborhood. By
growing these trees as seedlings right where they will take root,
they’ve found that the trees grow faster and healthier. Over the
years, they’ve planted dozens, with these photos capturing just a
glimpse of their efforts.

They’ve even created a booklet that explains how to grow your
own oak trees—from gathering acorns to storing them and
cultivating seedlings ready for planting. If you’d like a copy of the
booklet or are interested in receiving a seedling next year, feel free
to contact Jim Walters at 319-466-1134 or jecmwalt@infionline.net.

The best part? These trees are completely free. You won’t need to
spend a single cent.

Bus Stops Get a Creative Makeover for Climate Fest

City staff teamed up with volunteers from the Morningside-Glendale and Longfellow neighborhoods to
give several bus stops a fun makeover for this year’s Iowa City Climate Fest. One stop at North Van
Buren and East Jefferson Street was brightened up with colorful butterflies, while another on Muscatine
Avenue featured bees and honeycombs.

These creative bus stop designs were a playful way to spread the word about Climate Fest, which took
place from September 23-28. The festival brought the community together with events focused on climate
action and sustainability, and these artful touches added an extra layer of creativity to the celebration.
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A Day of Soccer and Community Spirit: Sudanese Iowans Soccer Club Tournament

On September 8, 2024, the Sudanese Iowans Soccer Club, part of the Wonderful Westside Neighborhood
Association, hosted a fun-filled end-of-season soccer tournament at Kickers Park, drawing hundreds of
community members. It was a great celebration of the local Sudanese community’s love for soccer, with
people of all ages coming together to enjoy the games and share in the excitement.

To wrap up the day, the Iowa City Police Department joined in on the fun, participating in a friendly
soccer scrimmage, further strengthening community ties and ending the event on a high note.

National Night Out Brings the Community Together!

On August 6, 2024, Iowa City Public Safety joined the community
for two fun National Night Out celebrations — one at Wetherby
Park, cohosted by the South District Neighborhood Association,
and the other at Christ the King Church. Families came out to
check out squad cars and fire engines, enjoy freebies, and have a
great time.

National Night Out is always a highlight, bringing everyone
together for a night of fun, connection, and community building.
It’s a great opportunity for public safety officials to meet the people
they serve, engage with residents, and strengthen the relationships
that help keep neighborhoods safe. Events like these do more than
entertain—they foster trust, build a sense of unity, and make the
community stronger and more connected.

A Night of Fun at the Miller Orchard Jamboree!

Residents of the Miller Orchard Neighborhood Association gathered
for the 2nd Annual Jamboree at Benton Hill Park on September 20,
2024. The Yahoo Drummers set the tone with energetic performances
that had everyone up and dancing. Neighbors enjoyed games, great
conversations, and delicious sandwiches from Catered by Charlotte.
The event also included a raffle, with a few lucky winners taking
home gift cards from local businesses. It was a fun-filled evening that
celebrated food, community spirit, and togetherness!
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Eastside Neighborhood Association Sweetens Connections with Dessert Social

On October 20, 2024, the Eastside Neighborhood Association hosted a Dessert Social, bringing
neighbors together for an afternoon of sweet treats. Neighbors showcased their baking talents with a
mouthwatering spread of homemade goodies, including fudge brownies, tiramisu, pies, and cookies. To
spark conversations, everyone participated in a fun “getting to know you” bingo game. The event was
made even sweeter with themed gift baskets and gift cards as door prizes.

This gathering marks a fresh start for the Eastside Neighborhood Association, which has been dormant

for several years. Residents are eager to reenergize the neighborhood, encourage engagement among
neighbors, and explore new ways to enhance camaraderie.

"~ Goosetown Residents Gather for Bratluck

Neighbors in the Goosetown neighborhood held a
"Bratluck" at Reno Street Park on October 13, 2024.

Folks brought dishes to share and items to grill,
' creating a delicious spread. The lively conversations
. and great company made it a perfect gathering to
enjoy the fall weather and connect with neighbors!

Northside Builds Connections with Neighbor-to-Neighbor Guide

The Northside Neighborhood Association is working to strengthen community ties through a new
initiative called the "NNA Neighbor-to-Neighbor Resource Guide." This guide will connect neighbors
who need services like snow shoveling, pet sitting, or tech support with those in the neighborhood willing
to offer them, whether for free, a reasonable fee, or through bartering.

In October 2024, surveys were mailed to about 800 Northside households, asking residents to share their
needs, interests, and skills. The association also looked to recruit volunteer block contacts who will keep
nearby neighbors informed about events and updates.

The resource guide is expected to launch in early 2025 and will be available on the association’s website,
offering a helpful way for neighbors to support and connect with one another.
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Morningside-Glendale’s Neighborhood Walking Audits

This fall, the Morningside-Glendale Neighborhood Association
hosted two engaging workshops focused on walkability and
accessibility in their neighborhood. Funded in part by an AARP
Community Challenge Grant and supported by Plan + Place, these
events aimed to address key community priorities.

At the first event in September, neighbors explored three routes
through the area, including Rochester Ave, 1st Ave, College Street,
7th Ave, and Court Street. Using the America Walks toolkit,
participants documented important features such as bus stops and
identified future placemaking opportunities.

The second workshop in October featured a fascinating
presentation by neighborhood resident Bill Whittaker, who shared
insights into the area's history, including the fairgrounds that once
occupied the site of the current City High School. Following the
presentation, neighbors took a short walk to discuss opportunities
for placemaking that could celebrate the neighborhood's rich

history.

SDNA: Supporting Local Activities

As part of ongoing efforts to re-engage with more residents, the
South District Neighborhood Association has returned to a monthly
meeting schedule. Held every fourth Thursday at 6 p.m. at the
South District Market, these meetings alternate between panel
discussions with community partners and open forums where
neighbors and local organizations can share events, ideas, and
topics of interest.

The association is also working on a district-wide mailer that will
soon arrive in residents’ mailboxes. The mailer will highlight
important dates, share neighborhood resources, and include an
online survey for gathering input about future activities and how the
association can best serve the community.

The South District Soccer Community’s youth soccer program has
been provided with new field equipment, thanks to the association’s
efforts. These much-needed supplies are helping to support the
growing number of drop-in soccer games at Wetherby Park.
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Stay Informed and Connected with
City Services

Help Firefighters Help You:

Sign Up for Community Connect!
C  Community
Connect

The Iowa City Fire Department has partnered
with Community Connect, a free platform that lets
residents and business owners share key
information to help firefighters better protect
Together, Building a Safer Community Through Prevention, people and property. By creating a profile, you can
Preparedness & Response include details like emergency contacts, garage
codes, pets in the home, and any special needs.
This info helps firefighters respond more
efficiently in emergencies. Sign up for free at
www.communityconnect.io/info/ia-iowacity.

lowa City Community Connect

www.communityconnect.io/info/ia-iowacity

CREATE YOUR HOUSEHOLD LIFE SAFETY PROFILE TODAY

Report Issues Easily with ICGovXpress!

Got a question, suggestion, or complaint for the
City? ICGovXpress makes it super easy! Whether
it’s potholes, tree limbs blocking the road, a
complaint about a neighbor’s tall grass, or even
seeking clarity on a City policy, just visit
icgov.org/report to let City staff know. You can
even make reports anonymously! It’s a quick and
efficient way to get things resolved, and many
issues are addressed within just a few days.

Get the Latest News:
Sign Up for E-Subscriptions!

Stay in the loop by signing up for E-subscriptions
at icgov.org/subscribe. Receive the latest updates
on everything from road closures and construction
to news from various boards, commissions, and
committees. There’s always something happening
in Iowa City, so subscribing keeps you informed
on important news and events—sign up today!

QL2 CITY OF IOWA CITY

5 Rlghbortood | NS R TR R ®




Let Green lowa AmeriCorps Bring
Sustainability to Your Neighborhood!

Looking to make your neighborhood greener, cleaner, and more connected? Green Iowa AmeriCorps is
ready to help! They are excited to collaborate with Neighborhood Associations throughout Iowa City on
impactful projects designed to uplift the entire community and create lasting benefits for everyone. Green
Iowa can assist in the planning and implementation of these projects, though they are not able to provide
funding. Here’s how they can support your community’s vision:

Environmental Projects:

Energy Audits & Weatherizations:

Enhance local green spaces with tree plantings,
community gardens, pollinator gardens, rain
gardens, or land management efforts.

Environmental Education:

Improve energy efficiency and save on costs
through comprehensive FREE home energy
audits.

Material Drives:

Engage all ages in hands-on learning about
Iowa’s ecosystems, environment, and
sustainability.

Sustainability Initiatives:

Support other sustainable projects such as waste
reduction, diversifying transportation methods,
and more.
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Organize drives to benefit local schools,
programs, and organizations for food, unwanted
items, or other essential materials.

Reach out to Green Iowa AmeriCorps of Iowa City
to make sustainable progress happen in your
neighborhood:
www.greeniowaamericorps.org/energy-community

greeniowaic(@gmail.com

319-339-5399



Get Involved and Share
Neighborhood Highlights

Share Neighborhood Stories!

The Neighborhood News Newsletter is looking for submissions to highlight the amazing work
happening across Iowa City's neighborhoods. This is a fantastic opportunity to showcase recent projects,
celebrate community efforts, and share inspiring stories!

Submit stories about:
« PIN Grant Projects: Updates on funded projects and their impact.
« Community Collaborations: Stories of partnerships that have benefited specific neighborhoods.
« Neighbor-Led Initiatives: Creative efforts like neighborhood art or community gardens.
+ Upcoming Events: Announcements of events, activities, or meetings to share.

How to Submit:
» Write-Up: A short description (100-200 words) including the who, what, when, where, and why.
« Photos: Include photos that capture the essence of the story.
+ Submit: Send stories and photos to EngagelC@iowa-city.org.

We reserve the right to edit content due to space constraints.

Submit Neighborhood Association Logos

Neighborhood associations are asked to provide their logos to keep them on file with the Neighborhood
Outreach Program. These logos will help showcase each association in future materials and events.
Please send a high-resolution logo file to EngagelC@iowa-city.org. If you would like us to create a basic
logo for your association, feel free to reach out to the same email.
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