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3. Program for Recognition of Art in Non-Public Spaces 

Iowa City’s publicly-accessible art treasures consist of works created as part of the City’s Public Art 
Program and of privately-developed works located in residential yards and in businesses. Both art 
sources reflect the spirit, character and values of our city and of the individuals who have the artworks 
on their property. These works may serve as enhancements to our cultural heritage, history, pride and 
sense of community.  

The Program for Recognition of Art in Non-Public Spaces is to acknowledge contributions to the visual 
art environment by citizens of Iowa City. The purpose is to encourage private participation in art as a 
vital component of our community character and values and to promote Iowa City’s art heritage. 

The artworks to be recognized may exhibit any or all of the following characteristics: 

        reflect and enhance community spirit and values; 

        challenging and not always easily understood; 

        whimsy, intelligence and humor; 

        visible to passersby; 

        reflect the individuality of the owner, the neighborhood or business; 

        two-dimensional or three-dimensional art; 

        traditional or non-traditional materials;            

 For example: sculpture, murals, topiary, water art, garden art with flowers and plants, etc. 

SUBMITTAL GUIDELINES 

Any person can nominate works that they consider to reflect the beauty, sense of community and 
heritage of their neighborhood or of Iowa City in general. 

The person making the nomination will provide a photograph (preferably digital) of the artwork, the 
location, what they perceive as the strengths of the art, name of the owner and where applicable the 
artist or creator of the artwork. The application will be submitted to the Iowa City Public Art Advisory 
Committee for review by April 30 of each year. Upon receipt by the Public Art Advisory Committee, the 
owner of the art piece will be notified of the nomination. Information will be provided to them 
regarding the public nature of the recognition and the subsequent publicity. The owner will be required 
to provide his/her permission to proceed with the nomination process. 

SELECTION PROCESS 

The Public Art Advisory Committee will apply the following criteria in examining the nomination: 

1.   Visually examining the art piece and evaluating the creative merits; 


